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THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE
THE POWER OF A COMMUNITY

SAVE THESE DATES
April 11 Yom Hashoah 
April 15 Good Deeds Day 
April 22 Celebrate Israel’s 70th birthday 
April 25  11th Annual Jewish Film Series sponsor event

Avi Weinryb, the Israel Action Network (IAN)
Director of National Strategy, will speak about 
effectively countering the delegitimization of 
Israel at a joint Federation/Hadassah dinner 
and workshop. Participants in the workshop 
will explore how to craft an advocacy narrative 
for Israel that makes an impact.   
 Weinryb manages national organizing 
campaigns focused on developing, supporting, 
and growing a collective of advocates across 

multiple disciplines to counter attacks on Israel’s legitimacy. In this role, he 
identifies and coordinates teams of professionals and other credible validators, 
fostering relationships and creating resources to further their engagement and 
support. He also directs IAN’s research and overseas travel projects, including 
Academic Partners for Peace, a seminar that brings American faculty to Israel to 
explore the role higher education can play in peacemaking. Weinryb previously 
served at the Canadian branch of the Simon Wiesenthal Center on campus 
affairs. His writings on diverse topics have appeared online and in print. He 
holds an undergraduate degree from the University of Toronto and a graduate 
degree from the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy, and Strategy at IDC 
Herzliya in Israel. 
 Please make plans to attend this event March 4th at 6 p.m. at the JCC. 
Cost is $12. You can RSVP@jewishchattanooga.com, on the website at http://
www.jewishchattanooga/rsvp, or call 493-0270. 

Avi Weinryb, of Israel Action Network to 
Speak at JCC March 4

It’s Reel! Jewish Film Series Begins 11th year
This Spring, the Jewish Film Series, held annually 
at the Jewish Cultural Center, celebrates its eleventh 
year. The series will kick off with a special sponsor 
event Wednesday, April 25th, that will include 
heavy hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, and a screening 
of Bye, Bye Germany. Corporate and individual 

sponsorships are still available. Individual sponsorships are offered at two 
levels:  Producers Circle ($100) and Directors Circle ($80). Following the 
sponsor event the series will screen movies every Wednesday in May at 
7 p.m..For more sponsorship details and to read a description of Bye, Bye 
Germany, see page 5. 

Our Shlichim Program Hard at Work 

We have been so fortunate with all of our shlichim in Chattanooga. Each 
of them, from our first shaliach, Raoul Molnar, to our current shlicha, Chen 
Dahan, has had an impact on our Jewish community. Although officially a 
Jewish Federation employee, our shlichim are given direction to work with 
every organization and congregation in the community.  In fact, it’s part of 
the job description we have created for them. All of our shlichim work in the 
weekly Hebrew schools – B’nai Zion, Mizpah and Chabad. They work at 
our community Sunday program, Machanooga. They work at Aleph Bet, our 
Jewish preschool.  And they work with our local Hadassah chapter.   
 Along with their work, of course, each of our shlichim have brought 
a special piece of themselves, and of Israel, to Chattanooga. Just a few of the 
Israel-related activities brought to you by the shlichim include exhibits; current 
events discussions; special Israel programming; music; conversational Hebrew 
classes; and many, meals, coffees hours, and outings throughout the Jewish 
community.  They engage so many community members of all ages, and even 
find many newcomers too! 
 But did you know that our shlichim also play a role in the general 
Chattanooga community? They participate with our Christians United for 
Israel (CUFI) group. They also speak at various public and private schools 
about Israel and Jewish holidays. And they speak at various civic groups as 
well. On February 9th, Chen spoke at a local Kiwanis luncheon about her 
family, Israel, and her perspective as an Israeli living in Chattanooga.  It was 
a very interesting talk followed by a thoughtful conversation with attendees.  
Our Shlichim Program is one of the many important programs the Federation 

provides to the 
community. It 
touches and engages 
so many people.  
It is your annual 
campaign dollars 
that keep it going. 
What an important 
piece of Federation 
work, that touches 
so many lives.  
Thank you!

by Michael Dzik
Federation Executive Director 

Dan Nichols, 
Kiwanis Club 
president, Chen 
Dahan, and 
Michael Dzik at 
a Kiwanis Club 
luncheon last 
month.
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 If you have not signed one of the 111 letters of intent, please consider 
doing so today.  Just like with any fundraising or dues structure, people give 
at various abilities.  It is everyone’s responsibility to take care of today AND 
tomorrow.  We plan (and save) to send our children to college or maybe for 
a yearly vacation.  Many people even plan out their yearly philanthropy!  
Let’s update our mind-set to include updating our estate plans as well. If 
everyone considered giving 5% of their estate to the Jewish community, can 
you imagine the long-term and permanent impact on our Jewish community?  
This modest 5% amount will not affect bequests to family members or other 
passions you might have. Or, maybe purchasing a permanent life insurance 
policy is most economical for you – another easy way to make a difference 
and be part of the Life and Legacy movement.   
 I know that our Chattanooga Jewish community is slowly changing 
the culture of giving in a positive direction. We are thinking about today while 
ensuring a financially thriving future at the same time.  Just because our grant 
period is over doesn’t mean we are “done”.  I look forward to continuing the 
Life and Legacy conversations with you.

Michael Dzik
Federation Executive Director 
mdzik@jewishchattanooga.com

As you know, we are completing our two-year 
grant with the Grinspoon Foundation.  As I write 
this note, the Jewish Federation and B’nai Zion 
Congregation have met their second-year goal of 18 
letters of intent.  Mizpah is very close to reaching that 

goal as well. When they do, the Grinspoon Foundation, along with our parent 
organization Jewish Federations of North America, will have given $30,000 to 
the Chattanooga Jewish community ($10,000 to each organization). Thank you to 
everyone who has participated.   
 First, let’s celebrate our successes. As of today we have received 
111 letters of intent for the Jewish community totaling well over $3 million 
dollars in future promised gifts. We are literally securing our Jewish future in 
Chattanooga.  Congregations will have more flexibility with their income streams 
as endowment dollars are invested and only the interest is spent.  Similarly, 
the Jewish Federation can use the interest from its endowment investments to 
continue to meet community needs.  The financial future and stability of our 
Jewish community is becoming stronger and more secure. But as we conclude 
this process, are we really “done”? 
 Not only are we not done, we are just beginning.  I like to use the Bar/
Bat Mitzvah metaphor. When people congratulate the young man or woman, 
many times we hear, “Way to go; now you’re done.”  Actually they are not done; 
instead, they are just beginning their Jewish journey.  And this is my point about 
Life and Legacy: having achieved our two-year goals, we are just getting started!   
 Let’s remember that the strength of our community tomorrow continues 
to rely on annual campaigns and yearly dues. Don’t lose sight of meeting today’s 
needs either.  We must continue to grow our donor base and increase our annual 
contributions to maintain our current levels of programs and services throughout 
the congregations and Federation.    

We’ve Only Just Begun

Austin Center
Federation Board Chair 
boardchair@jewishchattanooga.com

What Will Their  
Tomorrows Look Like?  

Bringing the“Chai” Life 
to Our Communtiy

Chai. It sounds like hello, but as we know in Judaism, 
Chai holds a special meaning. “Life,” “alive,” “living;” 
this Hebrew word speaks volumes about who we are and 

what we value. Chai is 18 in Hebrew, and many of us donate in multiples of 18. 
Chai represents good luck. What must that mean for 2018?!  
 The past two months have reinvigorated my passion for our community.  
I am so excited to be the new Board Chair for the Federation. Over the last two 
months I’ve had the pleasure of attending several programs, speaking with many of 
you, and meeting new people in our community. Many of you have expressed your 
passion about the work we do as a Federation. After hearing our national leaders 
speak about engagement, and reaching out to new people in our community, I have 
to say, I think our Federation is doing a lot right. Other communities look to what 
we do here as an example of what to bring to their communities. The foundation 
for what we do was laid years ago by our parents and grandparents, who instilled 
the meaning of community and helping one and another and now, we lead by their 
example. Keeping the momentum they built depends on your involvement.  
 We are successful because of those in our midst who have a passion for 
volunteering,who in doing so take responsibility for their/our community. Our 
annual meeting in January recognized numerous volunteers whose selfless work 
for has made a difference in people’s lives. We honored their work and inspiration; 
year after year, we have new volunteers that step up and whose actions make our 
community stronger.   
 How do we measure our success as a Federation? One way is by looking 
at the Young Jewish Leadership program. It is hard to believe that just 10 years 
ago we started a new YJL group, and today, many of those people are passionately 
involved in leadership at Aleph Bet, in Night Run, as volunteers on our campaign, 
and as active members on our board.   
 Another success is our YESOD class, which will begin its third year.  We 
are one of the only Federations our size to have a YESOD class. YESOD teaches 
leadership by combining Torah with modern leadership teaching and discussions.  
The graduates of YESOD are now leaders on the boards of our congregations, 
organizational boards, and here at the Federation. Through YESOD, we continue to 
develop the next generation of leaders. 

 Our shlicha, Chen, also continues to reach out into the community 
and engage new people. As you know, this kind of education and involvement 
reaches beyond us and into the greater Chattanooga community.  A few weeks 
ago, Chen planned an after-work social at the Flying Squirrel for people new 
to our community. Over 25 people showed up, of all ages, including a few 
expectant moms. The light shines bright for the future of our congregations 
and Aleph Bet!  
 Speaking of Aleph Bet, our attendance has never been higher.  We 
continue to fill the classes year after year, a testament to the teachers, 
administration and advisory committee. Stop by one day and see the healthy, 
happy environment we have created there. Aleph Bet is one of only a handful 
of preschools that offers subsidies to Jewish families. When you come by, stay 
a while and read a book to the kids, or help them celebrate Shabbat. 
 The work we do is so very important, and I call on everyone to be 
a part. Our numerous programs offer unparalleled education and learning 
opportunities. What I found by my involvement is that there is a place for 
everyone. Over the next few months, read The Shofar, look at our community 
emails, and invite a friend to join you at 
an event, like the Israeli Action Network 
event March 4th, Chattanooga Rising 
Star on March 11th, and/or Aleph Bet’s 
Spring Fling on the 23rd. And make 
plans now to attend the Jewish Film 
Series, beginning in April.   
 Speaking of engaging our 
community, we owe the success of the 
recent Chai Nite in part to the passionate 
work of our community volunteers. 
Last month over 120 people ate, drank, 
danced, socialized, and celebrated at 
this carefully and lovingly orchestrated 
event.  
 As I look back over the past 
two months, and to the year ahead, I 
see every the passion of a community 
at work.  As we move into “20Chai,” 
(2018) join me and the hundreds of 
others around us who celebrate chai--
life-- by helping others, giving back, and 
by being involved! L’Chaim!!

Thank you to Andy Hodes, 2016-17 Life and Legacy Chair, and 
Welcome to Susan DiStefano, 2018 Life and Legacy Chair. 
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             FEDERATION NEWS

(Anonymous (2) 
Allen, Amelia  (Deceased) 
Allen, Owen 
Alper, Maxine (Deceased)
Balser, Jeff  
Balser, Robin 
Berz, Bob
Binder, Claire 
Black, Bonnie 
Black, Stephen
Bogo, Jerry 
Bogo, Rosalee
Brooks, Ellyn
Brooks, John 
Brouner, Betsy 
Brouner, Lee 
Center, Austin 
Center, Marilyn
Cohen, Tal 
Cohn, Herb 
Cohn, Sue (Deceased) 
Cowan, Rob 
Diamond, Karen 
DiStefano, David 
DiStefano, Susan
Dittus, Sandy 
Dropkin, Warren 

Join the Jewish Federation Legacy Society  
The Legacy Society is made up of individuals who, in the tradition of our Jew-
ish faith, wish to share their blessings with others by providing for the future 
needs of the Jewish community. There are a number of ways to contribute to 
the Jewish Federation’s Endowment through estate planning: a bequest in a 
will, contribution of the remainder of an IRA or other retirement plan, a life 
insurance policy, charitable remainder trust, donor advised fund, charitable 
gift annuity, piece of real estate, securities or other property, or the donation of 
other assets. However they choose to contribute, Legacy Society members can 
be sure that their planned gift will turn their dreams for a strong future Jewish 
community into a reality. Join today. 

See how easy it is to join 
the Legacy Society! 

Call  Michael Dzik at 493-0270 
extension 15

Dzik, Michael 
Dzik, Paula 
Fairchild, David 
Frank, Estelle (Deceased) 
Hanan, Jan 
Hanan, Michael 
Hanan, Rachel 
Hanan, Victor 
Hill, J.R.
Hochman, Colman
Hochman, Lynn 
Hodes, Alvin 
Hodes, Andy 
Hodes, Melody
Howard, Lynn
Israel, David 
Israel, Scott
Jaffe, Dot
Jaffe, Sam (Deceased)
Lebovitz, Alison 
Lebovitz, Alan 
Lebovitz, Betty
Lebovitz, Charles
Lebovitz, Lauren 
Lebovitz, Michael 
Levine, Lawrence  (Deceased) 
Lowe, Beth 

Lowe, Rob
Malsh, Rebecca (Deceased)
Nash, Ike (Deceased)
Oxenhandler, Barbara 
Parker, Jordan 
Parker, Rebecca 
Pregulman, Helen 
Privett, Rachel
Richelson, Alan 
Rosenfeld, Jackie 
Rosenfeld, Roy
Siskin, Pris 
Sivils, Janet 
Spector, Linda 
Spector, Mark (Deceased) 
Spector, Mike 
Susman, Gail 
Susman, Joel 
Weiner, Cara 
White Dropkin, Donna 
Winer, David
Winer, Elaine 
Winer, Finette 
Winer, Sanford
Zachary, Richard 

You can now update your 
contact information for the 

2019 Directory by going 
to the website! 
Simply go to 

jewishchattanooga.com 
and click on 
Contact us>

Directory Updates.

Breaking 
News!

Contact your congregation 
president or Michael Dzik 

for more information

Endowment Letters of Intent by Congregation
Mizpah Congregation 
Anonymous (3)
Owen Allen 
Dana Banks
Sam Banks 
Anna Brandt
Black, Stephen
Austin Center
Marilyn Center 
Gary Chazen 
Robert Chazen
Amy Cohen
Jon Cohen
Herb Cohn 
Karen Diamond
David DiStefano
Susan DiStefano
Warren Dropkin
Andy Hodes
Melody Hodes
Lynn Howard 
Scott Israel 
Harry Lakow 
Howard Levine 
MJ Levine
Alan Richelson
Henry Schulson 
Janet Sivils
Flossie Weill
Donna White-Dropkin 
David Winer
Finette Winer

B’nai Zion Congregation 
Anonymous (2)
Owen Allen
Anonymous
Robin Balser 
Bonnie Black 
Stephen Black
Jerry Bogo
Rosalee Bogo  
Rob Cowan
David Fairchild 
Jan Hanan 
Michael Hanan 
Rachel Hanan 
Victor Hanan 
JR Hill
Bill Hillner
Susan Hillner
Colman Hochman
Lynn Hochman
Andy Hodes
Melody Hodes 
Scott Israel 
Al Jarman 
Paula Jarman 
Alan Lebovitz 
Beth Lowe 
Rob Lowe 
Bea Lurie
Barbara Oxenhandler
Jordan Parker
Rebecca Parker  
Helen Pregulman  
Linda Spector
Mike Spector
Gail Susman
Joel Susman
Cara Weiner 
Norton Wheeler 
Terry Wheeler

Your 2018 directory 
should have arrived! 

STAY IN THE LOOP! 
Our NEW AND IMPROVED website is http://www.

jewishchattanooga.com.
Our Facebook page is 

Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga (JFGC)

Current as of  
Feb. 17, 2018
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         FEDERATION NEWS 

Mitzvah Meals 
Suggested Donations

--$8 per meal
--$90 per month based on 3 meals/week
--$125 per month based on 4 meals/week
--160 per month based on 5 meals/week
--190 per month based on 6 meals/week

Meals are available for pick-up or delivery. 
To-go orders from any/all community programs will be 
charged the program fee ($10-$12) as opposed to the Mitzvah 
Meal fee.

All Mitzvah Meal recipients must be pre-approved by the Director 
of Social Services. Menus are set by the Kitchen Supervisor and 
Director of Social Services.  

Jewish-style food, haimisha atmosphere

riverstreet-deli.com
Check our website for our daily menu  

tel 756-3354 (DELI)
fax 266-8646 (TOGO)

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Sun.- Fri. 10:30-3:00 
Sat. 10:30 to 5:00

151 River Street 
across from Coolidge Park

Catering for all events!

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer  
and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2016 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved.  
0816-03253 [99915-v1] A2071 IHA-539902

Investment and Insurance Products:  NOT FDIC Insured  NO Bank Guarantee  MAY Lose Value

Align goals, investments, and the right 
advice to make the perfect blend
Life changes, markets fluctuate, and your portfolio might need  
an adjustment to keep you on track toward achieving your goals.  
If you’re wondering whether you have the right investments in your 
portfolio, we’d be happy to give you a professional evaluation.  
It could be the only thing you need is more cream in your coffee, 
but your investments are worth an important second look.

Call today for a complimentary consultation over coffee.

Warren Dropkin
Senior Vice President – Investment Officer
412 Georgia Ave., Ste. 215, Chattanooga, TN 37403
Direct: 423-693-2306
warren.dropkin@wellsfargoadvisors.com • wfadvisors.com/warren.dropkin
CA Insurance # #0G77425

Foreign Policy Supper Club 
Looks at Russia’s Foreign 
Policy
Under President Vladimir Putin, Russia is 
projecting an autocratic model of governance 

abroad and working to undermine the influence of liberal democracies, 
namely along Russia’s historical borderlands. Russia caused an 
international uproar in 2016, when it interfered in the U.S. presidential 
election. But Putin’s foreign policy toolkit includes other instruments, 
from alliances with autocrats to proxy wars with the U.S. in Georgia, 
Ukraine and Syria. How does Putin conceive of national interests, and 
why do Russian citizens support him? How should the United States 
respond to Putin’s foreign policy ambitions? Monday, March 12 at 
6 p.m. $12 includes dinner and all materials for discussion. RSVP 
online at http://www.jewishchattanooga.com or at 493-0270. 

Jewish Community 
Mission to Israel in 2018
Be a part of something big! Join the 
Federation on a community mission 
trip to Israel.

When: December 5-17, 2018.  
       Cost $3,000 per person, land 

only, double occupancy. Federation 
subsidies will be available. 

Contact Michael Dzik at 493-0270 
ext. 15 for more information about 

this special trip. 
Chattanooga Jewish Federation
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About PJ Library:
 PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 

program implemented on a local level throughout North America. Participants 
receive high-quality Jewish children's literature on a monthly basis. Families 
raising Jewish children from age six months of age eight years (depending on 
the community) are encouraged to enroll at www.pjlibrary.org. PJ Library in 
Chattanooga is sponsored through the generosity of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, the Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga and Aleph Bet  
Children’s Center.

STAY IN THE LOOP! Our NEW And IMPROVED 
website is http://www.jewishchattanooga.com. 

Our Facebook page is Jewish Federation of Greater 
Chattanooga (JFGC)

Did We Goof? 
Sometimes, we make mistakes. And sometimes, 
you catch them. What should you do if you find an 
error in The Shofar or on the website or our Face-
book page? Go to the source! Email Communica-
tions Director Dana Shavin at dshavin@jewishchat-
tanooga.com and she will fix it. Thanks for paying 
attention. 

 FEDERATION NEWS

No longer getting weekly e-mails from the Federation?
Please call the front desk at 493-0270 to make sure we have your cor-
rect e-mail address. If we do, but you’re still not getting them, you may 
have accidently unsubscribed. It is very easy to get you back in touch. 
Just let us know. 

Have You Lost Touch?

11th Annual Chattanooga Jewish 
Film Series Corporate Sponsors

Kleen-a-Matic •  Pinnacle Financial Partners • 
Chattanooga Allergy Clinic  • Market Street Partners • 

Erlanger Health Systems • Chambliss, Bahner & Stophel, 
P.C. • Monen Family Restaurants • Southport Capital • 
Barnett and Company  •  Chattanooga Symphony and 

Opera • Chattanooga Theatre Centre
BECOME AN INDIVIDUAL SPONSOR of this year’s Jewish Film Series. 
Your support will facilitate the presentation of an extraordinary and thought-
provoking collection of films. See below for sponsorship levels. 

Producer’s Circle   $100  includes ten single admission tickets plus two 
tickets to the April 25 screening of Bye Bye Germany (see film description, left) 
and Sponsor Reception at the Jewish Cultural Center.

Director’s Circle      $80  includes five single admission tickets plus two 
tickets to the April 25 screening of Bye Bye Germany and Sponsor Reception at 
the Jewish Cultural Center.

All sponsorships received by April 16th will be recognized on a poster at each 
regular Jewish Film Series screening. Additionally your name will appear in 
The Shofar along with our corporate sponsors.

Sponsor Reception Details: This is an amazing culinary event, with 
cocktails, live music, and a private screening of Bye Bye Germany, only 
available to Jewish Film Series Sponsors.  

All films in the regular series will screen on Wednesdays in May (2,9,16,23 
and 30) at 7:15 p.m.. Popcorn and a beverage will be available at each of the 
regular series screenings at a cost of $8 per person, per film.
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Purchase matzo ball soup or chili for just 
$4 for a one-bowl container or $8 for a 
two-bowl size. Call ahead to reserve; we 
do run out.  Contact Ann Treadwell (do 
not call the kitchen) at 493-0270, ext. 13; 
or atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.com to 
get your order packaged and ready to go!

Take Home Chef Alice Goss-Morgan’s 
“Bowls of Love” 

@JEWISH CULTURAL CENTER

Ann Treadwell
Program Director atreadwell@
jewishchattanooga.com No Meat? No Problem!  

If you prefer a vegetarian meal at one of our events simply RSVP to 
the  Federation AT LEAST three work days prior to the event. We 
are happy to accommodate you but must have advance notice. 

You can now update your contact information for the 2019 
Directory by going to the website! Simply go to https://www.jew-
ishchattanooga.com and click on Contact us>Directory Updates.

News You Can Use

Tuesday Cafe 
Tuesdays at noon, March 6, 13, 20, 27. RSVP. Menus will be listed 
in the community email. $10. RSVP.

Foreign Policy Supper Club 
Monday, March 12 @ 6pm. “Russian Foreign Policy.” See page 4 for details. 
$12 per person. RSVP. 

Your R.S.V.P. assures you a seat, a meal, and allows us to 
meet your special dietary needs. 
There are three easy ways to RSVP: 
1. On the WEBSITE at http://www.jewishchattanooga.com. 
2. Via EMAIL at rsvp@Jewishchattanooga.com 
3. Via the old fashioned TELEPHONE, at 493-0270 ext. 10.  

Who Do You Know? 

Israeli Action Network with Avi Weinryb, Dinner & Workshop. 
Sunday, March 4 @ 6pm. See front page for details. Cost: $12. You must 
RSVP. 
Rising Star Chattanooga  
Sunday, March 11 @ 3pm. See page 8 for details. 

Medicare Panel  
Tuesday, March 13@ 1:30pm. See page 9  for more information.

Israel Space Program  
Thursday, March 15 @ 7pm. See page 8 for more information. 

Defining Moments in Israel’s History Exhibit at JCC 
Thursday, March 22 @ 9:00a.m. Free admission, no RSVP. Open during 
Federation hours. 

Aleph Bet Children’s Center Spring Fling 
Friday, March 23 @ 9am. See page 12 for more information. 

A few months ago, the American Guild of Judaic 
Art invited me to curate an online art exhibit. Me? 
I thought. I asked how they got my name. Turns 
out that several of the artists who have shown their 
work at the Federation suggested me. The prospect 

intrigued me, since as a sculptor I am very comfortable creating an exhibit in 
physical space, but not necessarily in flat space. I agreed, and here is a bit of 
what I decided. 
 With my selections, I abandoned the standard alpha-order and decided 
to create a visual order, keeping in mind that the viewers of the exhibit could 
only see one image at a time. I initially went through the organized alpha list 
of images given to me and looked at each piece, without their written notes. 
The next step was to print thumbnail images of the pieces I selected (like the 
image below). I felt a great loss at not being able to feel the texture of certain 
pieces, or look at the intricate detail of others. Then I began to compose. 
Perhaps the artist in me felt the strong need to take the artists’ images and 
create something of my own, which is often what I do when I create a physical 
exhibit.  
 As when I design an exhibit in a physical space, I began to see that 
certain pieces were clearly “speaking” to each other. Some pieces were 
creating pairs, others a community of images, and still others were creating 
sentences almost with nouns and verbs. I think that it is important that we, 
artists and curators, give a road map to audiences when we ask them to look at 
a body of work. A road map shouldn’t be an explanation of each piece, either 
how it was made, or the artists’ intent, but a visual way to invite the viewer to 
make connections between pieces. These connections then begin to help us tell 
--and hear--stories.  
 The story I curated has many subplots. For example, sacred doesn’t 
always have to mean religious. Another subplot is that art, particularly the 
images shown here, can be a living bridge between our everyday lives and the 
spirit of our human lives, our spiritual lives. 
 It is hard to step back from a screen where you see only one image at 
a time. And I am the first to admit that photographic quality is very important 
to describe images in an exhibit like this. But, I do suggest that you view sets 
of pieces together and take a pause, like a period at the end of a sentence, and 
see if you can view what I have seen. I also recommend that you view my 
thumbnail paper exhibit as a guide. To view the exhibit, visit https://jewishart.
org anytime after March 1.  I’d like to hear what you think. 
 So what does my experience have to do with the Federation?  In our 
exhibition space, I try to encourage the looking and thinking about the art as an 
exercise about connection. In March, the exhibition being created by members 
of the community and produced by Chen Dahan (our shlicha) is all about 
the importance of making connections between you and the history of Israel. 
And it is also about making a connection between you and others members 
of the community, by voting on your favorite re-creation. Be an active 
part of what you see at the Federation in March.  Participate. Go to www.
jewishchattanooga.com.

Thank you to Helen Pregulman for sharing this 1963 photo with The Shofar. 

Trading Spaces: On the 
Challenges of Jurying an Online 
Art Exhibit
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         COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
Arthur Lebovitz to Graduate from 
McCallie in Spring

By the numbers 

 PHILANTHROPY CAMP 2018  
Seeks Teen Volunteers to be counselors

Rising grades 10,11,12, and college freshman to 18 yrs old

Camp Date: July 23-27 
8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. daily

First Church of the Nazarene/Jewish Cultural Center 
5455/5461 North Terrace Road, Chattanooga, TN 37411

 Application on website at 
 http://jewishchattanooga.com/camps

Compulsory Training Sessions  
Wednesday (July 18) 4-8 pm,  

 Thursday (July 19) 4-8 pm  
Friday (July 20) 10-2pm 

Meals included 
 

CAMP TIKKUN OLAM & PHILANTHROPY CAMP 2018 
For rising 7th Graders – rising 9th Graders (CTO) 

For rising 1-6th graders (PC) 
July 23 – July 27, 2018 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily 

Applications on website at 
 http://jewishchattanooga.com/camps 

More information: Ann Treadwell 
atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.com 

423-493-0270 ext.13

Nashville Symphony brings 
Violins of Hope to Nashville  
 
The Nashville Symphony is leading a landmark 
community-wide partnership to bring the Violins of 
Hope to Nashville in one of the most wide-ranging and 
comprehensive collections of events ever compiled around 
this rare collection of restored instruments played by 
Jewish musicians during The Holocaust. 

  Kicking off February 9-11, 2018, with Nashville 
Ballet’s performances of Light: The Holocaust and 
Humanity Project, two dozen organizations – including 

the Nashville Symphony, Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, 
Nashville Public Library, the Frist Center for the Visual Arts, Vanderbilt University’s 
Blair School of Music, the Tennessee Holocaust Commission and multiple houses 
of worship – will take part in this collaborative effort by presenting performances, 
lectures, exhibits and other events, highlighted by a free public exhibition at the 
Nashville Public Library running March 26-May 27, 2018. The sound, presence and 
stories of these instruments will drive the creation of public conversation, interfaith 
dialogue and educational activities throughout Middle Tennessee. 
 “Each of these instruments has a remarkable story to tell about resilience 
of the human spirit in the face of unimaginable difficulty,” says Alan D. Valentine, 
Nashville Symphony President and CEO. “This singular collection will serve as a 
springboard for many of Nashville’s cultural organizations to explore the vital role 
that music, the arts and creativity play in all of our lives.” 
 The Violins of Hope – the majority of which were played by Jewish 
musicians living in ghettos and interned in concentration camps during the 
Holocaust – will arrive in Music City from Israel in mid-March 2018.They have 
been restored and refurbished by Israeli luthiers Amnon and Avshalom Weinstein. 
The instruments have previously been the subject of a best-selling book by James 
A. Grymes and a critically acclaimed documentary, Violins of Hope: Strings of the 
Holocaust. The Nashville Public Library exhibit represents the first time that these 
instruments have been exhibited to the public completely free of charge in the U.S., 
and the display will be accompanied by a small-scale re-creation of the Weinstein’s 
workshop in Tel Aviv. 
 “Violins of Hope Nashville represents a profoundly important opportunity 
to let these sacred instruments provide a measure of redemption to the millions of 
Holocaust victims who perished simply because they were Jews,” says Mark S. 
Freedman, Executive Director of the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. “These violins should serve as a clarion call that 
the words ‘Never Again’ must resonate through every one of us in our collective 
struggle to overcome bigotry and hatred.”

For a group of 12 or more traveling from Chattanooga, the Nashville Symphony 
is offering a discount. Contact Ann Treadwell for details. 493-0270 ext. 13 or 
atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.com

New Website Ready for Community Use
The address is the same--http://www.
jewishchattanooga.com--but the 
experience is totally different. We at 
the Federation have appreciated your 
patience as we have worked for many 
months to completely revamp the old 
website--and then revamp it again! We 
are confident you will find this latest 
revision much more visually appealing, 
and easier to navigate. You can easily 

RSVP to events, pay for those events online, donate, register your 
kids for camps and apply for camp grants, read The Shofar, see the 
community calendar and our Facebook feed, and, of course, keep up 
with current happenings from month to month. We invite you to check 
it out when you have a few minutes to scroll around. Please let us know 
what you think! 

52
Number of questions prepared by Aleph 

Bet for Community Trivia Night

Condolences
We mourn the passing of the following beloved friends and family:

Although the Shofar deadline is the 8th of the month, mazel tovs and 
condolences are accepted at any time. Contact Dana Shavin at 493-
0270, ext. 12 or dshavin@jewishchattanooga.com.

Tributes
In Memory of

Yetta Gropper Dr. Larry and Carol Young; Karen Diamond 

--Adelia Wyner, sister of Sam and Sybil Wyner.

--Marcia Kaset Wolpert, wife of Robert Wolpert z/l, mother of Louis 
Kaset and Lisa Sneidman, sister of Elaine and Lenny Kaset, and neice of 
Dorothy Kaset. 

Arthur Lebovitz, son of Alison and Alan Lebovitz, 
grandson of Milton and Arlene Goldstein and Charles and 
Betty Lebovitz, and Amelia(deceased) and Owen Allen, 
will graduate from McCallie this spring. Arthur has two 
siblings, Abe, 15, and Levi, 13. 

  Arthur is a member of the Blue Tornado 
Entertainment Council; Future Business Leaders of 
America; Rock and Roll Club; TEPS(Leadership and 
community service club); and he is a Day Student Advisor. 

His favorite subject is English. Honors include the Teacher Recognition List and the 
Headmaster's List. 
 Outside of school, Arthur has been a member of three bands: The Wheels, 
badMash, and One Fluid Four. He plays drums and acoustic guitar. He describes 
himself as a serious music enthusiast, having interned at SoundCorps, a nonprofit that 
helps up-and-coming musicians in Chattanooga and that benefits the overall music 
scene. 
 Arthur plans to attend Northwestern University in Communications but plans 
to first go on a gap year program called Kivunim, during which time he will be in 
Israel and traveling throughout the world, doing service work and learning about 
Jewish cultures worldwide.
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Chen Dahan, Federation Shlicha
Israel@jewishchattanooga.com

SHLICHIM PROGRAM

                                    DID YOU KNOW?
The Shaliach Program is made possible through your 
donations to the Jewish Federation Annual Campaign.

Want to ask Chen for Shabbat, 
coffee, lunch, or dinner? 

Her numbers are  
Office – 423-493-0270 ext 31

Cell - 423-385-0098
israel@jewishchattanooga.com

Win an Israeli dinner at the home of your shlicha, 
Chen Dahan! 

Participate in #IsraelTrivia every Friday @ noon on the weekly 
e-mail/my Facebook page!  

For more information contact our shlicha, Chen, at  
Israel@JewishChattanooga.com

 Coming into Chattanooga, the last things Tomer and I expected to find 
were a thriving Jewish community, welcoming people – and a warm home. 
As the road that snakes down Signal Mountain feeds into a lively city, one 
cannot help but be overwhelmed by the sheer number and confounding height 
of crosses that welcome you into Chattanooga. It’s safe to say that we didn’t 
expect this city to be more than just another stop on our road trip. But this time 
something was different – we did not feel the urge to move on, the road wasn’t 
calling as fiercely as it once had. What was the secret to this hidden gem of a 
mountain town? 
 First, it was the amazing location: untamed nature within a fifteen-
mile radius that yearns to be explored; Second, it was the burgeoning 
downtown scene, with its parks, bars, restaurants, and overall youthful 
atmosphere. But most importantly, it was Chen, who opened her house – and 
heart – to us, and who quickly became our dear friend. It was through her 
that the door to the entire Chattanooga Jewish community was opened to us. 
In our time in Chattanooga we had wonderful, stimulating conversations and 
arguments; we saw proud Jewish identity coming to life in young and modern 
Americans, AND we met people who accepted us for who we are, and were 
wholeheartedly interested in what we had to say. 
 Coming from Israel, the truth is that we sometimes take our Jewish 
heritage, culture, and identity for granted: it is the default way of living in 
Israel, and you can go an entire lifetime without questioning your core beliefs. 
That is why it was so astounding for us to witness the full strength of the 
Jewish community abroad: from happy hour at the Flying Squirrel to Chai 
Nite, from shakshuka dinners to singing for kids at the Hebrew School, it was 
truly marvelous and inspiring to see people who actively embrace their Jewish 
identity. For us, it was that active choice in a Jewish lifestyle that made the 
whole experience so remarkable. 
 Even though our time in Chattanooga was brief, the experiences we 
have shared and the wonderful people we met will forever be in our hearts, 
and will continue to make an impact on our own Jewish identity. Till next 
time, Gilad and Tomer

A few weeks ago I got a surprising 
message from Tomer, a friend of 
my dearest friend Itay, from Israel, 
telling me he was taking a long 
road trip in the US with another 
friend, Gilad. Tomer and Gilad were 
looking for some places to stay 

along their journey down south. Though I didn’t know them, I decided to open 
my apartment for them for a few days, not imagining we would become such 
good friends so fast. They ended up staying in Chattanooga for more than two 
weeks, during which time I had the opportunity to introduce them to the Jewish 
community that is now my family. Tomer and Gilad wanted to share their 
thoughts and feelings about their time in Chattanooga, so this month they are 
filling in for me as guest columnists. 

Gilad Palombo and Tomer Shore

Traveling Israelis 
Share Impressions of 
Chattanooga
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SOCIAL SERVICES

William M. Hillner, Ph.D. 
Clinical Psychologist

Marital and Family Therapy 
Individual and Group Counseling

Help with Trauma and Divorce
Learning Disability and ADHD Testing

Custody Evaluations
Neuropsychological Evaluations

E-mail: drhillner@gmail.com           Office (423) 855-4091
www.relationshipTherapy.com         Fax(423) 855-8928

Erricka Hill, MSW 
Social Services Director 
ehill@jewishchattanooga.com  
893-9241

Need a Ride? Tips for Van Travelers

Contact the Social Services department for approval to receive trans-
portation services. Once you have been approved, you may call the 
appropriate driver for the day you need transportation. 

Please book trips at least 48 hours in advance by contacting the 
appropriate driver during office hours (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) 
Mondays-Rick                                                Jason Shuman: 423-320-1480 
Tuesdays-Eddie and Jason                             Rick Jacobs: 423-432-2222 
Wednesdays-Rick                                           Eddie Reel: 423-298-7169 
Thursdays-Eddie

--Contact the office or driver as soon as possible if unable to take the trip. 
--Please schedule all possible location stops with your driver while making your 
appointment to   accommodate your needs.  
--We are more than happy to stop at an unexpected location for you but we 
cannot guarantee to accommodate you because of other scheduled trips with 
passengers.

But first. . . 

The National Institute of Mental Health considers depression in people age 65 and 
older to be a major public health problem. A recent study reported that late-life 
depression affects about 6 million Americans age 65 and older, but only 10 percent 
receive treatment. Often depression later in life is confused with other illnesses. 
Depression can affect your physical health as well as your day-to-day activities.  
 The signs of depression can include sleep problems, physical complaints, 
fatigue and exhaustion, aching muscles and joints, digestive problems, headaches, 
changes in appetite or weight changes, back pain, agitation and restlessness, and 
sexual problems. Depression can come on as a result of changes in our social 
support system, retirement, relocation, or death of friends or family. And because it 
often goes unrecognized or unreported, depression can last longer and potentially 

increase the risk of suicide. Some studies put the 
suicide rate in people ages 80 to 84 at more than 
twice that of the general population.  
  If you think you or a loved one is 
suffering from depression, is very important that 
you speak with a medical provider. There are 
effective treatments that can lessen the severity of, 
or reverse, depression, including anti-depressants, 
exercise, diet modifications, and behavioral therapy.   
Don’t wait to get evaluated!  

Panel Kick-Off with All Things 
Medicare on March 13th  
It’s been almost four months since I started at the 
Jewish Federation, and I am so excited about the 
upcoming collaboration with Hadassah, a panel called, 
“All Things Medicare.” We will have a panel of 
great Medicare experts from a variety of community 
settings. Our local Medicare SHIP office will be on 

site, as well as CHI Memorial’s Pharmacy Care Coordinator, to address a broad 
range of concerns, including new Medicare issue ID cards, Medicare Parts A and 
B, and Medicare Part D. Light desserts and coffee will be available. To join us just 
RSVP@jewishchattanooga.com or call the front desk at 493-0270. 

Dealing with Depression Later in Life

These past couple of months, I have 
been involved in a collaboration with the 
Hamilton County Family Justice Center, 
law enforcement, the local District 
Attorney’s office, and Partnership for 
Families, Children and Adults, which 
are leading a training initiative in 

Washington, D.C. The focus of the initiative is confronting elder abuse, and 
helping communities work collaboratively to ensure older adults’ dignity 
and safety. The training was provided by The National Clearinghouse on 
Abuse in Later Life (NCALL). NCALL is committed to creating a world 
that respects the dignity of older adults and enhances the safety and quality 
of life of older victims and survivors of abuse. Their mission is to engage 
communities to foster a collaborative, inclusive, survivor-centered response 
to abuse. 
 Elder Abuse is defined as an intentional act or failure to act that 
causes or creates a risk of harm to an older adult. An older adult is someone 
age 60 or older. The abuse typically occurs at the hands of a caregiver or a 
person the elder trusts. 
  Several factors can increase the risk that someone will hurt an 
older adult. Some include: caretakers’ use of drugs or alcohol, especially 
drinking heavily; high levels of stress and low or ineffective coping skills in 
caretakers; lack of social support; high emotional or financial dependence 
on the older adult; lack of training in taking care of older adults; and lastly, 
depression. 
 According to the Centers for Disease Control, elder abuse is a public 
health issue. Many older adults experiencing abuse or neglect by caregivers 
are afraid to seek help because their abuser is most often a family member or 
friend. The result can be tragic. Some people are left with physical injuries 
and lasting emotional effects including depression and anxiety.  
 
Types of Elder Abuse:

--Physical  This occurs when an elder experiences illness, pain, or injury 
as a result of the intentional use of physical force, and includes acts such as 
hitting, kicking, pushing, slapping, and burning. 
--Sexual  This involves forced or unwanted sexual interaction of any 
kind with an older adult. This may include unwanted sexual contact or 
penetration or non-contact acts such as sexual harassment. 
--Emotional or Psychological  This refers to verbal or nonverbal behaviors 
that cause anguish, mental pain, fear, or distress to an older adult. Examples 
include name calling, humiliating, destroying property, or not letting the 
older adult see friends and family. 
--Neglect  This is the failure to meet an older adult’s basic needs. These 
needs include food, water, shelter, clothing, hygiene, and essential medical 
care. 
--Financial  This is illegally or improperly using an elder’s money, benefits, 
belongings, property, or assets for the benefit of someone other than the 
older adult. Examples include taking money from an older adult’s account 
without proper authority, unauthorized credit card use, and changing a will 
without consent. 

To help an older adult who may be experiencing abuse: 
1. Listen to them first, to understand their challenges and provide support. 
2. Report abuse or suspected abuse to Adult Protective Services. 
3. Learn how the signs of elder abuse different from the normal aging 
process.  
4. Check in often on older adults who may have few friends and family 
members. 
5. Provide over-burdened caregivers with emotional and instrumental 
supports such as help from friends, family, or local community resources to 

Understanding Elder 
Abuse: If You Suspect it, 
How to Prevent It
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CHAI-LITES FROM CHAI NITE

Alison and Alan Lebovitz                  Gold

Charles and Betty Lebovitz              Silver 

Acuity Merchants                              Bronze 

 Owen Allen                                       Bronze 

Claire Binder                                     Bronze 

Vicki and Art Lewis                           Bronze 

Shire Facial Plastic Surgery            Bronze 

2018 Chai Nite Sponsors

Thank You!Photographs by David Humber Photography


