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Tikkun Olam: Together We
Are Healing the World

By Austin Center
2018 Campaign Chair
A few weeks ago I went to New York to celebrate
Jewish Federation, in partnership with
my sister’s birthday. On Saturday morning we
Hadassah, will host the annual community
walked to Shabbat service at Congregation EmanuChanukah candle lighting ceremony and
El of the City of New York. When we got there,
dinner at the Jewish Cultural Center Tuesday,
there was a bar mitzvah in progress.
December 12 at 5:30 p.m. In addition to the
I highly recommend visiting this synagogue.
candle lighting there will be a short Hadassah
The sanctuary is one of the most beautiful I have ever seen. The stained glass
presentation and a special Chanukah bingo
windows radiate light inside the sanctuary in all the colors of the spectrum.
opportunity, followed by a traditional brisket
Everything about this sanctuary--the marble pillars and ornate pulpit with the
dinner with latkes. (A vegetarian option is
magnificent ark, the choir loft high above the pulpit with the organ, the choir
available with three business days’ notice.) Bring your own chanukiah or use one
music engulfing the sanctuary--seems to reach up to the heavens. It is truly a
of ours; candles and matches provided. Cost is $12 per person or $30 for a family
magnificent, inspiring, and spiritual space to attend a service.
of four. Children age five to sixteen are $6; those under four get in free. PerEvery Sabbath morning, Jews pray for our country, our community,
person cost at the door increases by $4 so RSVP now to rsvp@jewishchattanooga.
and Jews everywhere. That morning, a reading from Temple Emanu-El’s The
com, 493-0270, or on the website at http://www.jewishchattanooga.com.
Union Prayer Book stood out. It spoke to what it means to be a Jew at home
Philanthropy Leadership
and around the world.
“Grant fulfillment and reward with the joy of doing good, the
Academy Established
charitable and the merciful who aid the poor, care for the sick, teach those
The Philanthropy Leadership Academy
who seek learning, and extend a helping hand to those who have lost their
(PLA) has been established in celebration
way in the world.”
of Philanthropy Camp’s 10th Anniversary.
Seeing a young person become bar or bat mitzvah shows how
This four-day program was designed
important being an active member of the community is to Judaism. Here in
to provide middle school-aged children
our community, the community service projects our bar and bat mitzvahs take
with opportunities to serve others and to
upon themselves always amaze me. Because we are taught at an early age
understand the difference they can make in their community. The campers will
what tikkun olam, “healing the world,” truly means, our young community
be introduced to local non-profits and have the opportunity to participate in
members have raised money for scholarships to camps, secured donations
related service projects. PLA is a joint program of Chattanooga First Church of
of sports equipment for underprivileged children, and raised money for
the Nazarene and the Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga. The academy
organizations like the Chambliss Center to give to the disadvantaged. Our
will run Tuesday, January 2 through Friday, January 6, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
young community members truly understand the “joy of doing good.”
Academy Tuition will be $80 for the first child and $70 for each
One thing I have always noticed about Jewish communities is how we
additional sibling. A limited number of scholarships are available. Contact Ann
make strangers feel welcome, the idea being that we were all once strangers
Treadwell at atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.com for details.
ourselves. I felt welcome at Temple Emanu-El. I’ve felt welcomed by other
Jews everywhere I’ve travelled. Here in Chattanooga our Young Jewish
Hadassah Annual Mitzvah Project
Leadership regularly invites Jews new to our community to share Shabbat
As in years past, there will be collection boxes at
dinner. The action of welcoming the stranger is a part of tikkun olam in action.
the JCC for donations of toiletries for the Ronald
At home and abroad, our own Jewish Federation “extends a helping
McDonald House and food for the Chattanooga
hand to those who have lost their way in the world,” whether in the Ukraine
Area Food Bank. Donations may be made from
where internally displaced Jews have been affected by the war, in Haiti where
Thanksgiving through Chanukah. Contact Judy
there have been natural disasters, and of course in Israel.
Sachsman at jmsachsman@gmail.com.
We as members of the Jewish community of greater Chattanooga give
our time and our money. We teach, lead, and inspire. The beautiful sanctuary
Israeli P2G Educator Arrives
of Congregation Emanu-El reaffirmed for me who we are as Jews and as a
The Israeli P2G educator will visit Chattanooga
community. We all need to realize that “grant fulfillment and reward with the
December 7-10. Dana Bar Zuri Batat has a BA in
joy of doing good,” defines who we are and the work our Federation is able to
History of the Jewish People and Hebrew Literature
do because of the campaign dollars we raise. Our community is truly healing
from Ben Gurion University with an Executive M.A.
the world.
in Administration and Leadership in Education from
Tel Aviv University. For more information, see Ann
Monday Night at the Movies
Treadwell’s article, page 5.
P.O. Box 8947
Chattanooga, TN 37414
Change Service Requested

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE
THE POWER OF A COMMUNITY
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Rabin: In His Own Words
Monday, Dec. 4 at 7pm
See page 7 for description

SAVE THESE DATES

January 2 – 6: Philanthropy Leadership Academy
for students grades 6-8
January 18: Annual Meeting
February 10: Federation Chai Night
December 25 and January 1

NOTES FROM LEADERSHIP
Battling Hate with Hope
Lee Brouner
Federation Board Chair
boardchair@jewishchattanooga.com
Chanukah and the Christmas season are right around
the corner – an opportune time to reflect on all the
wonderful things going on in our community. The
Chattanooga area is growing, and our Federation
continues to thrive.
Unfortunately, this is also a time to reflect on
some of the more concerning events happening throughout our country in other
communities. We are living in a world where prejudice and anti-Semitism seem
to be on the rise, or perhaps it's just that those who subscribe to such hatred
feel more emboldened to display it. My daughter just returned from a visit to
Charlottesville, a city that will be associated forevermore with the Neo-Nazis and
White Supremacists who gathered there and the violence that ensued. That said, the
city was not what
she expected. It was
both beautiful and
welcoming, and it
certainly gave her
pause that such a
place could have
been the scene of
such ugliness.
In the end, what
we know is this:
that violence by
hate groups can-and does-- happen
anywhere. In fact,

Thoughts on the General
Assembly: Then and
Now

Michael Dzik
Federation Executive Director
mdzik@jewishchattanooga.com

I believe there are many powerful and

transformative moments in people’s journey
through life. I rediscovered one of these moments
last month while attending the Federation’s annual
meeting, the General Assembly.
During the open plenary sessions one of the topics was about the soonto-be 30th anniversary of the March for Soviet Jewry in Washington DC, which
was titled Freedom Sunday. That event took place on Sunday, December 6,
1987 and was scheduled to coincide with a summit between President Reagan
and Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev. I’ve come to learn that the organizers
feared a small turnout would actually be worse than not holding the event at all.
But in true Jewish fashion, people from all over the United States mobilized. The
estimates were that over 250,000 people marched in this rally. At the time it was
noted as the largest ever Jewish gathering in Washington, DC. I was one of
those marching.
I was 15 at the time and although only a teenager, this memory sticks
with me vividly. I remember meeting about twenty other Chattanooga Jewish
community members at the Chattanooga airport and flying out on Piedmont
Airlines. There were several other teens traveling with me, including one of
my life-long best friends, Derek Wiston. Even today I don’t know how or why
I was chosen to attend (though I’m sure my parents were involved!). And
obviously, the Jewish community was involved as well. What I do know is that
our Federation mobilized our Jewish community and stood with other Jews
supporting our brothers and sisters in the Soviet Union.
It was cold and overcast that day in DC. There were many speeches.
Natan Sharansky spoke, although at the time I didn’t really know who he was or
understand his story. Ellie Weisel was one of the keynote speakers. Peter, Paul
and Mary sang on the National Mall. A couple of years later Mary Travers would
come to Chattanooga on behalf of our Jewish Federation and hold a concert for
the Jewish community at UTC.
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since Charlottesville, the Neo-Nazis and White Supremacists have been seen
marching in middle Tennessee and organizing in other places throughout the
country. It's clear that anti-Semitism, which I naively thought years ago to be
dying out, is alive and well in this great country of ours.
Given this, perhaps we should more closely revisit the story of
Chanukah. It is, of course, the story of a victory several centuries ago of
the Jewish people against forces wishing to destroy the Jewish culture,
religion and people. The battle of the Maccabees that is commemorated by
Chanukah may have occurred many centuries ago, but this same battle has
occurred repeatedly throughout our history. And now, with the blatant rise of
anti-Semitism and other forms of prejudice, whether against Jews, Blacks,
Mexicans, Muslims, or others, we should use this season to reflect upon
and renew our resolve to be vigilant against those forces that are working to
divide and defeat us.
Your Jewish Federation is very aware of and concerned about the
current events, and we will continue to use our resources toward healing the
world and making it better.

Best wishes for a happy
and joyful Chanukah

I’ve since realized a few things about this incredible event. The Jewish
community took action. They planned and executed a rally that engaged and
united communities with a common cause – to help other Jews. They stood
by its conviction that we, as Jews, are all responsible for one another – Kol
Yisrael Arevim Zeh Bazeh. But there’s more.
How was the Jewish community able to respond? What placed us in
that role? Simply put, the reason the Jewish Federation could react, plan and
execute this rally on December 6, 1987 is because the Federation was around
on December 5, 1987. The unity of our Jewish community existed before
this event, which put us in place to respond. Why was the Jewish community
able to respond to Hurricane Harvey that hit Houston on August 25? Again,
because the Federation existed on August 24.
In some small way, the Federation really does touch everyone. Maybe
you receive our social services, attend a program or have a child at Aleph Bet.
Maybe you sit on a committee, have planned an event or have volunteered to
help fund raise. Maybe (I hope!) you’re a donor. The Federation is here today
because we were here yesterday. A strong Federation means that we can not
only react to events, but also be proactive in fulfilling our mission. 		
Additionally, a strong Federation means we have strong congregations
– and vice versa. I believe the Federation plays a role in everyone’s lives,
directly or indirectly. We can’t provide the programs and services without you
and your financial support. Being part of this community fundraising effort
ensures that we are here to serve today, for whatever life brings us tomorrow.
It’s never too late to make a commitment this year. As we wrap up this year’s
giving, please consider adding your name to the Federation Honor Roll of
donors. Your gift will be felt by so many.

Alison Lebovitz conducts panel interview at General Assembly

2017 Annual Campaign Honor Roll

Vicki and Art Lewis
John Miles
Lebovitz Family Charitable Trust
Erica and Brandon Newman
Charles Lebovitz
1,100,000
Rachel Privett
Jerusalem $75,000 - $99,999
Melinda and Chuck Rosenthal
Anita and Julian Saul
LeeAnn and Joe Rubenstein
David Sachsman
Chalutzim $50,000 - $74,999
Judy Sachsman
Michael Lebovitz
Michael Seeber
Maccabi
$25,000 - $49,999
As of
Janet and George Sivils
Alan Lebovitz
November
17
Diane Stoller
Alison Lebovitz
Joel Susman
Betty Lebovitz
Ann Treadwell
Lauren Lebovitz
CURRENT TOTAL
Trudy and Tom Trivers
Helen Pregulman
Jennifer and Danny Waxenberg
Pris Siskin
Dana and Richard Waxler
Robert Siskin
Nona Martini and Mark Issenberg
Aliyah $250 - $499
Kadima
$10,000 - $17,999
Judie and Spencer Misner
Jennifer and Robert Backer
Claire Binder
Bonnie and Rick Marcus
Merav and Tom Balazs
Chazen Family Foundation
JoAnn Morris
Lindsay and Isaac Barukh
Ernie Kresch
Pamela O’Dwyer
Carol Berz and Charles Dupree
Joe Lipsey
Brenda Hodges-Binder & David Binder Rose and Ken Opengart
Jackie and Roy Rosenfeld
Kathy and John Raisin
Rosalee and Jerry Bogo
Eric Richelson
Erika Brouner
Lion/Herzl $5,000 - $9,999
Leonard Richelson
Susan
and
Bill
Ferguson
Anonymous
Beth Roberts
Ellen Freiberg
Dalton Jewish Community
Patricia and David Rose
Cristine Goldberg
Dana and Sam Banks
Sande Schulman
Meghan
Graybeal
Kandy Berke
Sandra and Mark Shapiro
Yetta and Howard Gropper
Marvin Berke
Yuppie and Harold Shavin
Ellen and Ken Hays
Paula and Michael Dzik
Helen and Stanley Smith
Marian Kern and John Beck
EMJ Corporation
Judy and David Solovey
Marilee
and
Joseph
Kodsi
Lynn Hochman
Gail Susman
Sherie and Bill Lefton
Peggy and Norman Hofferman
Kathleen Tice
Anita Levine
Ira Kraus
Susan and Alan Waxenberg
Bea
Lurie
and
David
Eichenthal
Milton Ratner Foundation
Edie and Josh Weiss
Bonnie and Richard Marcus
Judi and Irv Pressman
Merrill and Harold Levine
Chavarim $1 - $249
Fuz Spector
Anonymous (3)
Bobby Levine
Hatikvah $3,600 - $4,999
Shannon Adams
John Lewis
Anonymous
Lynn and Micheal Herman
Kem Alexander
Gail Lindsey
Owen Allen
Gary Lander
Ellen and Uzi Boyangiu
Eileen and Neil Loeffler
Jeff Balser
Lisa and Stephen Lebovitz
James Brown
Linda Lutin
Andy Berke
M.J. and Howard Levine
Marty Brown
Tracy and John McCarley
Austin Center
Susan and Dennis Matzkin
Sarah Brook
Courtney McKenzie
Marilyn and Morton Center Pam and Richard Schulman
Donna Butler
Nora and Gene McNeill
Herb Cohn
Sheila and Jerry Sear
Ronni and Chaim Charyn
Teddi Mendel
Gail and Stanley Dressler
Jim Shire
Daniella Cohen
Phyllis and Jed Mescon
Fran and Joe Dzik
Linda and Mike Spector
Gay and Larry Cohen
Frances Mogul
Cora and Ted Feintuch
Elaine and Sanford Winer
Daya Cohen
Judy Mogul and Tom Farnam
Doris and Ival Goldstein
Carol and Larry Young
Dean Cohen
Elizabeth Monson
Arlene and Les Goins
Barbara Paper
Pomegranate $1,800-$3,599
Rachel Dzik
LeNe’t Solomon-Parker
Monique Berke
Shirley and Richard Krause
Rebecca Dzik
Cecile Parris
Ronnie Berke
Jen and Rabbi Craig Lewis
Marty Fanburg
Susie and Phil Pollock
Jane and Bob Berz
Rebecca and Jordan Parker
Fifi Ginsburg
Warren Posternack
Betsy and Lee Brouner
Barbie and Steve Potts
Debra Goldblatt
Emalee Reardon
Lynn and Stuart Bush
Judy Richelson
Marilyn Goler
Eddie Reel
Erin and Tal Cohen
Fern Shire
Cory and Terry Hasden
Elizabeth and Irv Resnick
Beverly and Steve Coulter Shelley and Martin Simms
Sally Hendrick and Frank Norris
Liga Richelson
Dot and Rueben Dubrow Lynn Whisman and Stuart Bush
Vivian and Martin Hershey
Valdis Richelson
Valerie and Eron Epstein Donna White-Dropkin and Warren Dropkin
Erricka Hill
Elliott Rose
Jan and Michael Hanan
Richard Zachary
Jonah Hodes
Muriel and Sy Rosen
Colman Hochman
Sandy and Larry Zuckerman
Melody Hodes
Katheryn and Arthur Rosenberg
Andy Hodes
Sylvia Zuckerman
Micah Hodes
Sylvia Saloshin
Jill and Jim Levine
Maddie Israel
Phyllis Schwartz
Zach Israel
Lisa and Gregg Shander
Ben Gurion $1,000 - $1,799 Lynn Howard and Alan Richelson
Paula
and
David
Israel
Jason Shuman
Laura and Scott Israel
Anonymous
Janice
Jacobs
Ellen and Phillip Smith
Krissy and Charles Joels
Robin Balser
Lon Jacobs
Gail and Tim Stadfeld
Louise Kushner
Susan and Max Brener
Rick
Jacobs
Judy and Robert Stahl
Brenda and Paul Lefkoff
Ross Cohn
Kat
Kennedy
Paul Stahl
Beth and Rob Lowe
Susan and David DiStefano
Martha
and
Clive
Kileff
Roslynne Steinberg
Carolyn and Bob Palermo
Sandy and Bill Dittus
Lois
Kiselik
Betsy and David Temple
Karen Diamond and Clark White Jackie and Marty Scheinberg
Robert
Kiselik
Joyce Thomas
Barry Schulman
Izzie Frumin
Kary
Klein
and
Stephen
Gordon
Lester Votava
Rachel and Henry Schulson
Barry Gold
Judy and Jerry Kleinstub
Ruth Votava
Ethan Shelton and Taylor Goldblatt Howard Schwartz
Ezra
Lander
Beth and Johnny Walling
Cherie and Neil Spitalny
Jan and Ken Goldsmith
Donna
Lawson
Randi and Jeff Weiss
Sandy and Ben Tabakin
Jennifer and Martin Redish
Carol and Bruce Lebovitz
Cindy Wood
Finette and David Winer
Deborah Levine and Earl Berkun
Sonia Young
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King David $100,000+

$1,041,758

$500 - $999

Beth Backer
Merle Backer
Nora and Bob Bernhardt
Jerry Bohn
Rita and Bob Brook
Ruth and Manny David
Carolyn Drake and Keith Reisman
Sheldon Gelburd
Laura and Howard Grody
Jacob Myers Deli
Laura and Howard Grody
Myrna and Howard Kaplan
Dot Kaset
Millie Lander

2017 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
Owen Allen

2018 Board of Directors

Join the Jewish Federation Legacy Society

Terms expiring January 2021

The Legacy Society is made up of individuals who, in the tradition of our Jewish faith, wish to share their blessings with others by providing for the future
needs of the Jewish community. There are a number of ways to contribute to
the Jewish Federation’s Endowment through estate planning: a bequest in a
will, contribution of the remainder of an IRA or other retirement plan, a life
insurance policy, charitable remainder trust, donor advised fund, charitable
gift annuity, piece of real estate, securities or other property, or the donation of
other assets. However they choose to contribute, Legacy Society members can
be sure that their planned gift will turn their dreams for a strong future Jewish
community into a reality. Join today.

Kathy Raisin

Roy Rosenfeld

Joel Susman

Terms expiring January 2020
Ken Goldsmith

Barbie Potts

Alan Richelson

Edie Weiss

Rachel Hanan
Elaine Winer

Terms expiring January 2019
Stephen Black

David Israel

Erica Newman

Cara Weiner

Rob Lowe
Fern Shire

One Year Board Chair Appointment
Tal Cohen

Karen Diamond

Finette Winer

Thank you to our Board Members Rolling Off
Julie Cowan

Caroline Kaplan

Lauren Lebovitz

Executive Committee Members
Austin Center

Board Chair

Mike Spector

Vice Board Chair

Scott Israel

Co-Treasurer

Kevin Rose

Co-Treasure

Robin Balser

Secretary

Alison Lebovitz
Lee Brouner

Member-at-Large
Immediate Past Board Chair

It’s never too late to
pledge! Call Michael Dzik
493-0270 ext. 15 or donate at
jewishchattanooga.com.

ng
i
k
a
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s!
New

You can now update your
contact information for the
Directory by going
to the website!
Simply go to
jewishchattanooga.com and
click on
Contact us>
Directory Updates.
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Allen, Amelia (Deceased)
Alper, Maxine (Deceased)
Balser, Jeff
Balser, Robin
Berz, Bob
Binder, Claire
Black, Bonnie
Black, Stephen
Bogo, Jerry
Bogo, Rosalee
Brooks, Ellyn
Brooks, John
Brouner, Betsy
Brouner, Lee
Center, Austin
Center, Marilyn
Cohen, Tal
Cohn, Herb
Cohn, Sue (Deceased)
Cowan, Rob
Diamond, Karen
DiStefano, David
DiStefano, Susan
Dittus, Sandy
Dropkin, Warren
Dzik, Michael
Dzik, Paula

Pregulman, Helen
Fairchild, David
Frank, Estelle (Deceased) Privett, Rachel
Richelson, Alan
Hill, J.R.
Rosenfeld, Jackie
Hochman, Colman
Rosenfeld, Roy
Hochman, Lynn
Siskin, Pris
Hodes, Alvin
Spector, Mark (Deceased)
Hodes, Andy
Spector, Mike
Hodes, Melody
Susman, Gail
Howard, Lynn
Susman, Joel
Israel, David
Weiner, Cara
Israel, Scott
White Dropkin, Donna
Jaffe, Dot
Winer, David
Jaffe, Sam (Deceased)
Winer, Elaine
Lebovitz, Alison
Winer, Finette
Lebovitz, Alan
Winer, Sanford
Lebovitz, Betty
Zachary, Richard
Lebovitz, Charles
Lebovitz, Lauren
Lebovitz, Michael
Levine, Lawrence (Deceased)
Lowe, Beth
Lowe, Rob
Malsh, Rebecca (Deceased)
Nash, Ike (Deceased)
Oxenhandler, Barbara
Parker, Jordan
Parker, Rebecca

See how easy it is to join
the Legacy Society!
Call Michael Dzik at 493-0270
extension 15

@JEWISH CULTURAL CENTER
Ann Treadwell
Program Director atreadwell@
jewishchattanooga.com

I will be the first one to admit that I have temporarily lost my
zazzle. In late June, I was hit by the shingles virus. Last month,
I found myself with Bell’s Palsey (an after-effect of shingles).
Since then, my zazzle (inspiration) has all but fizzled.
		
To my rescue have come very dedicated people. From
Edie Weiss who helped to plan the Chanukah Community
Candle Lighting; to Sanford Winer and the dedicated Film
Committee, Max Brener and the Archives Committee, Lynn
Howard and our local educators who have been planning the
P2G educator’s visit, and to Chen Dahan and her enthusiastic
challenge of 7, I’ve found that even with my zazzle zonked, life
at the Federation is still being nurtured and growing.		
Let’s talk about the zazzle of others. Chanukah, the festival of lights,
has been a community-wide celebration for many years. We have focused on
children, on songs, on a shlicha presentation and on other entertainments. This
year we are trying a little Edie Weiss zazzle. Curious? Let’s just say that it is
something the young, the young at heart, and those who like to have “easy” fun
can participate while enjoying a traditional brisket and latke dinner.
By now you have hopefully seen On the Map and The Outrageous
Sophie Tucker as part of the Jewish Documentary Series. I think that Rabin: In
His Own Words shows us even more of a personal side to zazzle. What inspires
us to take that risk to make life better, not just for our families and ourselves
but for our community? Come December 4 and listen to his words. They may
inspire some zazzle in you.
Educators, where is your zazzle? We are fortunate that the Israeli P2G
educator from our region will be visiting us in Chattanooga December 7-10.
The purpose of Dana Bar Zuri Batat’s visit is to orient herself to the unique
nature of the Chattanooga community (first priority: Jewish education; second
priority: secular education). In addition to visiting services at the congregations
and Chabad, she will be visiting Machanooga, as well as public and private
schools. Unlike the majority of the P2G Consortium cities, Chattanooga does
not have a day school or large numbers of K-12 students. Dana will be looking
at working to team Israeli educators with Chattanooga educators (Jewish and
non-Jewish--think Facing History and Holocaust education), not twinning
classrooms, which has been the past practice. It is important that we think
outside of the box in terms of what kinds of team training we would like,
including training that is not intended to be replicated in a classroom.
Dana has a BA in History of the Jewish people and Hebrew literature
from Ben Gurion University with an Executive M.A. in Administration and
Leadership in Education from Tel Aviv University. She spent three years as
a central emissary (shlicha) for the Jewish Agency in Australia, and worked
for the progressive community in Melbourne and the youth movement Netzer
(Reform Zionist youth). Her educational work with the youth and the adult of
the community included responsibility for the development of various programs
that focus on community leadership and social involvement throughout the
Melbourne area. Her last job was a community manager and director of
educational programs at Beit Shmueli – Ra'anana congregation, where she
worked in community development and the establishment of educational and
social connections including training the teaching staff, from kindergartens up
to high schools.
She has lots of zazzle she is willing to share with us and we have lots of
zazzle to share with our Israeli educators.
And then there is the zazzle of leadership. The YESOD class will be
graduating in early December. After studying some organizational strategies,
some Jewish texts and building a cohort, this group is ready to share their
zazzle with the community.
Zazzle – it is the spirit of life that guides us through the end of the
secular year. Won’t you share a little of your zazzle with me? Come participate.

Tuesday Cafe
Tuesdays at noon, December 5, 19. Rsvp@jewishchattanooga.com, go to https://www.jewishchattanooga.com/ or call
493-0270 ext. 10.
Celebrating 70 Years of Partition Plan with Chen Dahan
Sunday, December 3 at 3 pm. For more information see page 8. Rsvp@
jewishchattanooga.com, go to https://www.jewishchattanooga.com/ or call 4930270 ext. 10.
Monday Night at the Movies Documentary Film Series
Monday, December 4 @ 7 p.m. Rabin: In His Own Words. Discussion by
Federation shlicha Chen Dahan follows screening. See page 7 for movie description. $8 per person. Rsvp@jewishchattanooga.com or 493-0270 ext. 10. on
the website at http://www.jewishchattanooga.com, or call 493-0270.

YESOD Graduation
Tuesday, December 5

Federation Board Meeting

Monday, December 11 @ 5:30. Note date change.
Community Chanukah Candle Lighting
Tuesday, December 12 @ 5pm. See front page for details. Cost is $12 per
person or $30 for a family of four. Children age five to sixteen are $6; those
under four get in free. Per-person cost at the door increases by $4 so RSVP
now to rsvp@jewishchattanooga.com, 493-0270, or on the website at http://
www.jewishchattanooga.com.
Young Jewish Leadership Chanukah Party
Sunday, December 17 @ 6pm. Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/
YJLCHA/ for more information.

Foreign Policy Supper Club Double feature: Afghanistan and
nuclear security
Monday, December 18 @ 6pm. See page 6 for details. Rsvp@jewishchattanooga.com, go to https://www.jewishchattanooga.com/ or call 493-0270

120 Years of Zionism, with Chen Dahan

Thursday, December 21 at 7pm. For more information see page 8. Rsvp@
jewishchattanooga.com, go to https://www.jewishchattanooga.com/ or call 4930270 ext. 10.

Prefer a vegetarian meal at our events? You must RSVP to
the Federation at LEAST three work days prior to the event
in order for us to accommodate you.
RSVP@jewishfederation.com or 493-0270 ext. 10

Who Do You Know?

Each month we hope to feature a photograph from the Jewish Archives of
Chattanooga and solicit your help in identifying the players. Do you know
the people in the photograph below? If so, please contact Max Brener at
9westover@gmail.com. There will also be an event to identify pictures January
31st. Stay tuned to your January Shofar for details.

Jewish-style food, haimisha atmosphere
Catering for all events!

OPEN 7 DAYS
Sun.- Fri. 10:30-3:00
Sat. 10:30 to 5:00

tel 756-3354 (DELI)
fax 266-8646 (TOGO)

Have You Lost Touch?

151 River Street
across from Coolidge Park

riverstreet-deli.com

Check our website for our daily menu

No longer getting weekly e-mails from the Federation?
Please call Courtney at 493-0270 to make sure we have
your correct e-mail address. If we do, but you’re still not
getting them, you may have accidently unsubscribed. It is
very easy to get you back in touch. Just let us know.
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FEDERATION NEWS
Got Lava?

No Fear of Frying?

We are looking for two or three
willing latke fryers for Monday,
December 11 and Tuesday,
December 12 from 9 a.m. to noon.
Alice will have the recipe ready. If
you are available, contact Ann,
atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.com
or 493-0270 ext.13.

Got a few old lava lamps bubbling around? We’d
like to borrow eight of them them to make a lava
lamp menorah for the Federation! If you can part
with yours for a few weeks, please bring them to
the JCC by December 10. Thank you!

Dinner Offered Fascinating Glimpse
into Bahá’í World Centre

Foreign Policy Supper
Club Returns
After a short hiatus, Foreign Policy Supper
Club is happy to be returning to the JCC
Monday, December 18 at 6 p.m. with a
double feature. Dinner $12 per person.
Rsvp@jewishchattanooga.com.
Prospects for Afghanistan and Pakistan

On October 26, the JCC hosted a special dinner in honor of the bicentenary of
the birth of Bahá’u’lláh (1817-2017). Speakers were Dr. Barbara Miller and
Dr. Vahid Alavian, who settled in Chattanooga after a period of service at the
Bahá’í World Centre in Haifa, Israel. The dinner event was well-attended and
Drs. Miller and Alavian were passionate and entertaining speakers.

Major internal conflict has plagued Afghanistan for four decades.
The U.S., for its part, has conducted military operations in the
country nearly continuously since 9/11. Today, war with the
Taliban persists, and tensions between the U.S. and Pakistan
have gradually deteriorated. As his time in office drew to a close,
President Obama limited further withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Afghanistan. The incoming administration has a choice:
will it maintain the status quo, completely reverse the Obama
administration drawdown or withdraw completely? Does the U.S.
face a no win situation in Afghanistan and Pakistan?
Nuclear Security
Nuclear nonproliferation was a top priority for the Obama
administration. While the Iran Deal was a diplomatic victory
toward this end, major threats persist from both state and non-state
actors. Countries like North Korea, Russia, and India and Pakistan
continue to challenge nonproliferation efforts. The possibility that
terrorists will carry out an attack using a “dirty bomb,” made from
captured nuclear materials, looks increasingly real. In a fractious
world, which way forward for U.S. nuclear security policy?

Did We Goof?
Sometimes, we make mistakes. And sometimes, you catch them. What should you do if
you find an error in The Shofar or on the website or our Facebook page? Go to the source!
Email Communications Director Dana Shavin
at dshavin@jewishchattanooga.com and she
will fix it. Thanks for paying attention.

STAY IN THE LOOP! Our website is
http://www.jewishchattanooga.com.
Our Facebook page is Jewish Federation of Greater
Chattanooga (JFGC)

About PJ Library:
PJ LIBRARY IS A JEWISH FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
program implemented on a local level throughout North America. Participants
receive high-quality Jewish children's literature on a monthly basis. Families
raising Jewish children from age six months of age eight years (depending on
the community) are encouraged to enroll at www.pjlibrary.org. PJ Library in
Chattanooga is sponsored through the generosity of the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation, the Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga and Aleph Bet
Children’s Center.
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS
Mazel Tov

B’nai Zion, Mizpah Congregation Need You!

--to Chaim and Ronni Charyn on the birth of their second granddaughter, For the 4th year BZ and Mizpah are teaming up with Erlanger Hospital to
Rayna Esther Charyn.
serve lunch on Christmas for the families of Erlanger's patients and the entire

Condolences

We mourn the passing of the following beloved friends and family:

--Joy Davidow Gendreau, mother of Faith (Robert) Goldberg,
grandmother of Phillip (Emily), Joshua (Alexandra), and Melanie
(Wesley Althaus).
--Jay Menuskin, husband of Marcia Menuskin, father of Jill Menuskin
(Ken) Steinberg, Zelda Menuskin, and Lisa Menuskin (Neil Gibson), and
loving and proud grandfather.
--Michael Mescon, father/father-in-law of Jed and Phyllis Mescon,
November 12.
Although the Shofar deadline is the 8th of the month, mazel tovs and condolences are accepted at any time. Contact Dana Shavin at 493-0270, ext. 12 or
dshavin@jewishchattanooga.com.

Tributes
In Memory of
Jay Menuskin, Dr. Larry and Mrs. Carol Young
Michael Mescon, Claire Binder
Harry Wayne, Danny Gotlieb and Carla Nixon

hospital staff. We volunteer so that a few more Erlanger employees can
spend their holy day at home with their family.

How can you help?
•
We need tons of baked goods as we provide homemade (or bakery)
desserts with the "hospital" food. Baked goods can be dropped off at Mizpah
or B'nai Zion anytime the week of December 18 (before noon on Friday,
12/22), during normal business hours. They will be frozen and brought to
the hospital on the 25th. If you are volunteering, you can bring the dessert
with you. Please let us know you are baking by sending an email to andy@
andyhodes.com.
•
You can sign up for one volunteer shift per person on line at http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AFAA23ABFF2-bnai. Volunteer
opportunities are unfortunately limited and fill up quickly. If you have
questions please contact Andy Hodes at 423-595-7355.

Thank you four helping us fulfill this mitzvah. Our work is in
memory of Seth Lurie Eichenthal and Sylvia Wygoda, who were both
connected to this program.
Our committee includes Andy Hodes, Stephen Black, Bonnie Black and
Richard Zachary. Please feel free to contact any of us.

Monday Night at the Movies Continues Dec. 4 with
Rabin: In His Own Words
The Monday Night at the Movies Documentary
Film Series continues Dec. 4 with Rabin: In His
Own Words. The world knows Yitzhak Rabin
as a two-time Israeli Prime Minister, leader of
the Israeli IDF in the Six Day War, and, as the
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1994 with
Shimon Peres and Yasir Arafat. This film, Rabin
in His Own Words shows the more personal side
of Rabin, and the great sacrifices he made for the
Jewish people and the State of Israel.
While we don’t see much of the political
strife that interlaced his life and his policies as
Prime Minister, we do see interesting aspects of
the reluctant soldier who embraced his military
career because it was something he saw as necessary in the building of
Israel and ensuring its survival. We also see his reticence and acknowledgement of the need for war in the context of the evolution of an independent Israel, and, the horror and often futility of war, balanced against
the social impact of peace. He led the sometimes simple life of a military
hero and the often complicated life of an Israeli politician who fought for
peace. Rabin was a “larger than life” hero, yet one who understood the
consequences of the actions of his life. Language: Hebrew (with English
subtitles). Running Time: 104 minutes
Film screens at 7 p.m. Sheila St. Aubin Federation shlicha Chen
Dahan will lead discussion afterwards. $8 includes beverage, popcorn,
screening and discussion.

STAY IN THE LOOP! Our website is http://www.jewishchattanooga.com. Our Facebook page is
Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga (JFGC)

Take Home Chef Alice Goss-Morgan’s
“Bowls of Love”
Purchase matzo ball soup or chili for just
$4 for a one-bowl container or $8 for a
two-bowl size. Call ahead to reserve; we
do run out. Contact Ann Treadwell (do
not call the kitchen) at 493-0270, ext. 13;
or atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.com to
get your order packaged and ready to go!

Mitzvah Meals
Suggested Donations
--$8 per meal
--$90 per month based on 3 meals/week
--$125 per month based on 4 meals/week
--160 per month based on 5 meals/week
--190 per month based on 6 meals/week

Meals are available for pick-up or delivery.
To-go orders from any/all community programs will be
charged the program fee ($10-$12) as opposed to the Mitzvah
Meal fee.
All Mitzvah Meal recipients must be pre-approved by the Director
of Social Services. Menus are set by the Kitchen Supervisor and
Director of Social Services.

Jewish Resident Camp Grants
The Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga (JFGC) provides grants for a
recognized Jewish overnight camping experience. Its purpose is to encourage our youngsters to have an intensive Jewish camping experience as part
of their growing up, and the grant reflects the Federation’s desire to increase
the number of young people who will have this opportunity.
For more information about camp grants and to fill out an application, go to https://www.jewishchattanooga.com/education-grants/grantsscholarships/review-qualifications-and-guidelines.

Applications must be postmarked no
later than December 15, 2017
December 2017 The Shofar 7

SHLICHIM PROGRAM

A Return to Israel--and
Back Again
Chen Dahan, Federation Shlicha
Israel@jewishchattanooga.com

In October I travelled back to Israel for ten days
to attend my younger brother’s bar mitzvah.
I was very excited on the plane and couldn’t
sleep even one minute. I was excited to see
my family & friends, and to tell them about
Chattanooga and my experiences over the past
three months. I was also excited just to be in
Israel, visiting my favorite places, my previous work place, to speak Hebrew,
and be home.
But when I left the airport gate, a heavy haziness hit my face. I did not
remember how hot it is in Israel in mid-October. Also everything was gray, so
different from green Chattanooga! I went to the local shopping center next to
my parents’ home, and it was so different then how I remembered it. For the
first time, I felt like a tourist in my own country – Israel.
YJL Chanukah Party: Sunday, Dec 17th @ 6 pm
I went to my favorite Jaffa beach with my dearest friends and was
Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/YJLCHA/ for more information.
amazed at how beautiful it is at sundown. I went out with my friends for a
beer during a weekday and was surprised to see how many people go out for a
YJL Shabbat, Nov. 17. In
drink in the middle of the week!
attendance: Cara, J.R, Ellie &
This feeling of being a tourist lasted only a few days, and very quickly
Talia Weiner; Beth, Rob, Hanna
I got back to the routine
& Rachel Lowe; Tal & Daniella
I had before I left for
Cohen; Jordana Barish; Jordan,
Chattanooga. I took the bus
Rebecca, and Layla Parker; Josh
from a place to place, went
& Edie Weiss; Rachel Hanan;
to the supermarket, and had
Erica and Henry Newman; Jill
lunch with my friends. I
and Seth Weitz and children;
loved this before I came to
Zack Beker; Alexandra Rose;
Chattanooga and I loved it
Leo Procise; Eytan Oren; Chen
this time. It reminded me
Dahan. After dinner the group
why I’m here and what I
made a donation to the Humane
love about Israel.
Educational Society.
After ten days in
At my little brother’s Bar Mitzvah
Israel, meeting all my
friends & family,
celebrating my
brother’s bar mitzvah,
and visiting my
favorite places, I was
ready to come back to
Chattanooga. I am full
of energy and a sense of
purpose and so ready to
START this year!
Jaffa Beach

L2G Leadership Program
In the beginning of
November I travelled
to Nashville to
participate in the L2G
(leadership together)
retreat, part of our
P2G programming.
Leadership Together
is a program for
young leaders from
communities in the southeast area and the Hadera-Eron area in Israel.
The program took place throughout the year and ended with the retreat
that included a leadership & partnership development workshop, along
with just having fun and getting to know each other.
Want to participate in next year’s L2G program whose
final retreat will be in Israel? Please contact me at Israel@
Jewishchattanooga.com and let’s talk about it!

DID YOU KNOW?
The Shaliach Program is made possible through your
donations to the Jewish Federation Annual Campaign.
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Thanks to everyone who attended the “100 Years
since the Balfour declaration” Tea Party event!

Want to ask Chen for Shabbat,
coffee, lunch, or dinner?
Her numbers are
Office – 423-493-0270 ext 31
Cell - 423-385-0098
israel@jewishchattanooga.com

SOCIAL SERVICES

Driving, Miss Daisy?
Some Things to Consider
as You Age

OPEN ENROLLMENT IS HERE AGAIN!

Erricka Hill, MSW
Social Services Director
ehill@jewishchattanooga.com
893-9241

assessing our driving skills.

Aging affects our driving skills as we get
older. Experts say that our physical and
mental status change and it is important
for us as we get older to continue

Below is driving safety checklist. Consider the following before your
continue driving alone:
•
•
•
•
•

A loss of clarity in vision and hearing
A loss of muscle strength and flexibility
Drowsiness caused by increased use of medications
A reduction in the ability to focus or concentrate
Lower tolerance for alcohol

•

Drive at inappropriate speeds, either too fast or too slow?

•

Respond slowly to or not notice pedestrians, bicyclists and other
drivers?

•
Ignore, disobey or misinterpret street signs and traffic lights?
•
Fail to judge distances between cars correctly?
•
Become easily frustrated and angry?
•
Appear drowsy, confused or frightened?
•
Have one or more near misses?
•
Drift across lane markings or bump into curbs?
•
Forget to use left- and right-turn indicators?
•
Forget to turn on headlights after dusk?
•
Ignore signs of mechanical problems with the car?
•
Have difficulty turning head, neck, shoulders or trunk while in
traffic or parking?
•
Have too little strength to turn the wheel quickly in case of
emergency?
•

Lose their way repeatedly?

If you answered “yes,” to many of the questions above then consider these
alternatives below when driving.
•

Avoid nighttime driving

•

Drive only to familiar locations

•

Avoid drives to places far away from home

•

Avoid freeways and rush hour traffic

•

Leave plenty of time to get where you’re going

•

Forego driving alone

•

Ask for transportation assistance from others

•

Consider a driver’s skills assessment.

Healthy aging is a part of life and it is important to make sure that YOU
are safe but also that others on the road are safe as well. (Source: https://
advancedseniorsolutions.com/checklist-seniors-and-driving/)
For more information or questions on health aging and driving, please
contact me, Erricka
Hill, Federation Social
Services Director,
at 893-9241 or
email me at ehill@
jewishchattanooga.
com. I am here to help
you live your best
possible life!

Last day is December 7!
The Jewish Federation can help you navigate your
Medicare D choices!
--Call or email Courtney (see above). Once you call, you will
receive forms to complete and return to us.
--Once we receive your completed forms, you will be
contacted to set up an appointment.
DON’T DELAY! CALL NOW!
Appointments are first come first served.

Need a Ride?

Contact the Social Services
department for approval to
receive transportation services.
Once you have been approved,
you may call the appropriate driver for the day you need
transportation.

Mondays- Rick
Tuesdays- Jason
Wednesdays- Rick
Thursdays- Eddie
Jason Shuman: 423-320-1480
Rick Jacobs: 423-432-2222
Eddie Reel 423-298-7169

Want the Fun Without the Food?
Want to come to a meal-time program but don’t wish to
eat? Now you can, at half the cost. (If lunch program is
$10, you’ll pay $5.) Why is there still a cost? Fees pay not
just for the meal but for labor, marketing, and other associated expenses. Regardless of whether or not you eat,
you will still need to RSVP in order to reserve a seat.
Note: Please do not bring outside food or beverages into
the Federation. If you would like to suggest a beverage
or food to be served at an event, please contact Ann Treadwell. She and
Alice Goss-Morgan, Kitchen Supervisor, will consider your suggestion.
Food allergies or restrictions? Please contact Ann Treadwell. We will do
our best to accommodate you. Atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.com or
493-0270 ext. 13.

William M. Hillner, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist
Marital and Family Therapy
Individual and Group Counseling
Help with Trauma and Divorce
Learning Disability and ADHD Testing
Custody Evaluations
Neuropsychological Evaluations
E-mail: drhillner@gmail.com
www.relationshipTherapy.com

Office (423) 855-4091
Fax(423) 855-8928
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NIGHT TO HONOR ISRAEL
As I became more and more involved over time I began to understand.
A Long and
Growing up in Chattanooga, I’ve always recognized the strength and deep faith
Winding Road of my Christian friends and neighbors. What I didn’t realize was that this faith

also connected them to Israel. I’ve also learned that this faith speaks in both
actions and deeds. When a Christian comes up to me and tells me how much
they love the Jewish people and the State of Israel, I now get it. Christians
travel to Israel and support the country and people, just like many in the Jewish
community. Christians are working with legislators around the country as
The first Night to Honor
well as over 600 college chapters and activists fighting Anti-Semitism as well
Israel occurred 36 years
as the BDS (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions) movement. Although our paths
ago in San Antonio, TX.
might be different – Jewish and Christian – there are more similarities than
The inspiration, from
differences. In fact, I’ve come to realize that we each have a faith in one G-d,
Pastor John Hagee, was for Christians to show support and solidarity with the the same G-d, with just different customs and approaches.
Jewish community and Israel. This unique idea was first questioned by many
I’ve now been on the area CUFI planning committee for five years. I
– What was the goal? What was were the overall intentions? 36 years later,
sit around the table with volunteers and Pastors, discussing ways we can bring
the Chattanooga and North Georgia chapter of CUFI (Christians United For
even more people into the pro-Israel camp. It is inspiring for me personally to
Israel) held the 4th Annual Night to Honor Israel – most recently on Thursday, see how our CUFI chapter has grown and true impact that is beginning to occur.
November 9.
One of the speakers last night talked about that first meeting 36 years
The Ringgold Colonnade was filled with nearly 500 people from
ago – pastors and Jewish leaders. The Jewish community was skeptical.
the community – waving American and Israeli flags while expressing their
What is this about? But with every new friendship comes risks. The Jewish
deep and unwavering support for Israel. There was beautiful music and
community accepted that invitation of friendship. In Chattanooga and
inspirational remarks. As a Jew, the experience for me has a slightly different North Georgia, I too extend my hand in friendship, with a shared love and
perspective and meaning. Let me explain.
commitment to the Jewish community and Israel.
I first got involved with CUFI about 8-9 years ago – attending my first
There was power in the Colonnade this past November 9th. There
event in Calhoun, GA. It was a powerful experience for me. Although I was was enthusiasm, ruach (spirit). And the message was very clear – The Jewish
paying attention and engaged to the speakers, I was actually more focused
community has a friend in CUFI. Israel has a friend in CUFI. I am proud of
on the attendees, the people surrounding me. There was an indescribable
my relationship with CUFI and am always eager to find new friends, friends of
feeling in the room. Hands were raised, people were vocally responding to
Israel and the Jewish community.
the speakers and there were plenty of smiles. How is it that Christians were
so fervently supportive of Israel?

Michael Dzik
Federation Executive
Director

Above photos courtesy of David Humber Photography

By the Numbers: 3.8 Million Members of Christians United for Israel (CUFI)
Southern Adventist Symphony Orchestra, November 13
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